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The Hawkeye Science Fair
Dean C. Stroud
Des Moines
In the spring of 1958 a group of
people representing the Iowa Medical
Society, the Des Moines Register and
Tribune, and Drake University were
asked to meet to consider a suggestion that a science fair organization
be developed to serve central Iowa
and thus encourage high school students to do research. They proposed
to recognize accomplishment of students through the use of scholarship
awards and other token gifts. At
such a fair the pupils could exhibit
the results of their labors in the various fields of science to the general
public. At a later meeting I was
asked to meet with the committee
and help with plans and proposals
regarding the producing and staging
of a science fair. Having learned that
Mr. Norman R. D . Jones had for several years been staging successful
fairs for the Greater St. Louis Area,
I visited Mr. Jones during the summer vacation and learned details of
organfaation that were valuable in
staging the first Hawkeye Science
Fair in 1959.
An executive committee was
formed from representatives of the
previously mentioned organizations
to develop policy and to provide finances for operation of the fair and
to seek monetary gifts for scholarships. The first Hawkeye Science
Fair was held at the Veterans Memorial Auditorium in Des Moines.
Each year there has been a steady
growth in the number of entries. Besides the many awards of a lesser nature two winners are chosen to represent the Hawkeye Science Fair at
the National Science Fair-International each year. Several times these
representatives have been chosen for
recognition at the national level.
When the Hawkeye Science Fair

began it accepted entries from pupils
in grades nine through twelve but
ninth grade pupils are not eligible
for the top prizes. Later eligibility
was opened to pupils in grades seven
and eight. These entries along with
those of the ninth grade now comprise
the junior high school section of the
Fair. Each year we have seen an improvement in the quality of the exhibits entered in the Fair. It is gratifying to note this improvement.
Plans are going forward for the
1964 Fair to be held on Friday and
Saturday, April 10 and 11, at the
Veterans Memorial Auditorium. A
new feature for the 1964 Fair will be
oral reports on project work by pupils in grades ten, eleven and twelve.
These will be judged and recognition
will be given for the outstanding
oral presentations.
Any pupil who lives in a county
in Iowa not already assigned to a science fair affiliated with the National
Science Fair-International is eligible
to enter a project in the Hawkeye
Science Fair. Such a person (in
grades 10, 11, 12) is eligible to be
named to receive the highest awards
given by the Hawkeye Science Fair.
A pupil from another fair in Iowa
may be accepted as an exhibitor but
will not be eligible for the top awards
of the Hawkeye Science Fair.
The people who deserve recognition for many hours spent in planning
and promoting the Hawkeye Science
Fair to a successful fruition are Mr.
Leonard McGuire of the Promotion
Department of the Des Moines Register and Tribune, Mr. Donald Taylor,
Executive Secretary of the Iowa
Medical Society and Dr. Leland P.
Johnson, Head of the Biology Department of Drake University.

